Meeting notes of Race Directors Meeting held  26 October 2009
Attendees: Neil Downer/John Drennan (SDAC), Richard Warne (Plymouth H), Patrick Carroll, Dave Moulder, Dave Phillips (SWRR), Tara Hodgkinson (Torrington AAC), Pat Clatworthy (Dawlish Coasters), Howard Bidmead (Tiverton), Greg Fine (Torbay AC), Jo Lowman (Honiton RC), Penny Clapham (Teign Valley RC), Barry Hopper (IS), Bill Valentine (Torbay/Sidmouth), John Perratt (SW Vets AC), Andy/Sheila Houghton (Tavistock AC), John Lee/Ian Crossley (Erme Valley H), 
Apologies:  K Reed, P Ferlie, H Honnor, M Turner, T McLenaghan, B Melluish. 
Matters arising from previous notes:

RR Risk Assessment course held – Looking at holding courses in the Region in the New Year.
Run in England:

Liz Moulder – Devon County Run in England Coordinator gave a presentation on Run in England.

Liz explained WRN has been working with EA who wished to introduce a scheme similar to Jog Scotland in England and hence the birth of RiE. The plan is that RiE would attract potential athletes into their scheme and develop them prior to encouraging them to join existing clubs in their travel areas. RiE target areas/ communities without clubs, through LA’s and other agencies for beginners to 5K distance over a 10 week period. Group leaders need qualifications of at least LIRF. Leaders are either bona fide volunteers or receive payment (from attendees) it is down to the leader. 

Members pay £20 and receive a log book & water bottle. Questions were raised on payment by members and an annual membership given the plan is to develop athletes over 10 weeks and pass on the existing clubs.
Agenda Items:

EA SW Region: 
National Endurance Coach Mentors have now in post:
Bud Baldaro and Martin Rush.

Area Coach Mentors have also been appointed and each will mentor 6 coaches and be available for Flying Coach visits, delivering workshops and training groups.

Endurance workshops planned in SW – details to follow.
EA Road Running Report: 

No report received

Run Britain update:

Short discussion held on recent Run Britain Roadshow held at Taunton. Best attended Roadshow in the Country. Attendees felt that generally it was worth attending. 
Overview Presentation by Pierce O Callaghan was interesting and well received.

Presentation on Technical Working Groups by Andrew Taylor was felt to be far too detailed and hence lengthy.

Because of over run by Andrew Taylor presentation by Adam Thomas on Licence System was rushed and not understood by all.

The group promoted a new on line race entry system through Real Buzz. The meeting were aware that one Devon Race had used it for their event entries but had met with some concerning problems.
SW Road Running Development Group:

Funding support received for Race Directors Seminars in SW. Plan is to hold seminars in each of the SW Counties with two representatives from the development group acting as facilitators. County Race Directors and any known potential Race Directors will be invited along with experienced RD’s passing on their knowledge and experience and best practice. There will be specific areas of discussion. Certificates of attendance will be distributed as more LA’s and Police authorities are now asking for competencies of RD’s. There are some issues to resolve with UKA/EA before seminars can be launched.

Inter Counties event held at Dartmoor Vale Half Marathon – Devon won both Mens and Ladies Team events. 

SW Region entered Mens Team in Inter Counties Champs at Robin Hood Half Marathon – Team was made up of Devon athletes and came second. Thanks to Dave Phillips for acting as Team manager for both events.
Plan to hold London Mini Marathon Trial on 21st February. Concerns over safety on course event was held on this year.

Licencing Scheme:

Changes proposed to Licencing application and close out forms and Licence Standards. Will not come into effect until 2010.
Events in Devon have been randomly chosen by UKA for Licence Standards Scrutineering.

Devon only has one outstanding event for close out – The Brent Hill Run – PR thanked all for their efforts.

EA Affiliation/EA Competition Licences:

There are clubs within Devon who have not registered any Competing Athletes – These clubs are due to receive letters from EA/UKA to hasten. There is currently no method for RD’s to check Competition Licence Numbers unless they use the Real Buzz on line entry system but a new system for access by RD’s is being developed.
County Champs 2010:

10K – Torbay 10K (year 1)
10 Mile – Plymouth hoe 10 (year 3)

Half Marathon – No takers – Need Autumn Half Marathon

Marathon – Dartmoor Vale Marathon?

Off Road – Six Moor Miles (year 2)

Ross Shield – Tavy 7 hosting for 2009 – 2010?

Endurance/Road Running Officials Course:

Revised Level 2 Course and Development Pathway being developed to follow the Pathway for T&F Officials. Plan to pilot courses in November 09. One pilot course will be held in Devon. Ideal opportunity to recruit more officials in Devon as there are still areas within the County that are light on Endurance Officials.
Events on the Highway:

PR gave an overview of papers he had received ref events held on the highway. One from the Association of Chief Police Officers and other police forces including a Devon Police advice note. The note advises that event organisers should be encouraged to hold their events in parks, sports arenas or country footpaths away from the highway. It emphasises that only police are allowed to control/direct traffic. It also advises that any contact with the police ref events on the Highway should be done at least 3 months in advance of the event.
PR also advised that Local authorities should be contacted as early as possible when planning an event on the public highway.

County Championship Medals were distributed to attending Clubs.

2010 Race Diary was made available

A reminder to visit Devon County AA Website for updates or send any news items to Chris Gurney to put on site – www.devoncountyaa.co.uk
